
  
January 24, 2008 
 
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
4420 North Fairfax Drive 
Arlington, VA 22203 
 
Dear Senator Clinton: 
 
Congratulations on your successes so far on the 2008 Presidential Campaign trail.  The National Council 
of Women’s Organizations (NCWO) is excited about the 2008 national presidential election and is looking 
forward to working with you.  NCWO is a nonpartisan, nonprofit umbrella organization of over 230 groups 
that collectively represent over 11 million women across the United States. The only national coalition of 
its kind, NCWO members have collaborated for 25 years through substantive policy work and grass roots 
activism to address issues of concern to women and their families and communities. 
 
The 2006 congressional elections showed that women voted in record numbers, revealing that the gender 
gap contributed significantly to election results.  In key races, women’s votes were the deciding factor.  As 
such, NCWO in collaboration with eminent scholar and activist, Riane Eisler and her Center for 
Partnership Studies have prepared four questions for your response regarding more women-focused 
alternatives to traditional economic policies. 
 
NCWO is partnering with Riane Eisler to implement the thinking and actions from her recent book, The 
Real Wealth of Nations.  As Eisler states, “Current measures of productivity such as GDP not only 
include activities that harm and even take life; they fail to take into account the life-sustaining activities of 
both households and nature. This distorted system of values is derived from an economic double standard 
that devalues anything stereotypically associated with women and ‘the feminine’—whether it’s embodied 
in a woman or a man. So there’s always money for controlling, for prisons, weapons, and wars, but not for 
healthcare, childcare, or caring for our natural environment.  We can—and must—change this!” 
 
According to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace Laureate, “The Real Wealth of Nations gives us a 
template for the better world that we have been so urgently seeking. As practical as it is hopeful, this 
brilliant book shows how we can build economic systems that meet both our material and spiritual needs. 
It illuminates the way to a bold and exciting new future.” 
 
Please take a few minutes to respond to our survey of only four questions.  We will then promote the 
results of our survey to our membership and the media.   We believe that these matters are essential both 
for the success of your campaign and for the next administration.  We must bring women’s issues from the 
margin to the center for the sake of women and the nation. 
  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Scanlan    Kimberly Otis 
Chair      Executive Director 
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January 24, 2008 
 
Senator Barack Obama 
P.O. Box 8102 
Chicago, IL 60680 
 
Dear Senator Obama: 
 
Congratulations on your successes so far on the 2008 Presidential Campaign trail.  The National Council 
of Women’s Organizations (NCWO) is excited about the 2008 national presidential election and is looking 
forward to working with you.  NCWO is a nonpartisan, nonprofit umbrella organization of over 230 groups 
that collectively represent over 11 million women across the United States. The only national coalition of 
its kind, NCWO members have collaborated for 25 years through substantive policy work and grass roots 
activism to address issues of concern to women and their families and communities. 
 
The 2006 congressional elections showed that women voted in record numbers, revealing that the gender 
gap contributed significantly to election results.  In key races, women’s votes were the deciding factor.  As 
such, NCWO in collaboration with eminent scholar and activist, Riane Eisler and her Center for 
Partnership Studies have prepared four questions for your response regarding more women-focused 
alternatives to traditional economic policies. 
 
NCWO is partnering with Riane Eisler to implement the thinking and actions from her recent book, The 
Real Wealth of Nations.  As Eisler states, “Current measures of productivity such as GDP not only 
include activities that harm and even take life; they fail to take into account the life-sustaining activities of 
both households and nature. This distorted system of values is derived from an economic double standard 
that devalues anything stereotypically associated with women and ‘the feminine’—whether it’s embodied 
in a woman or a man. So there’s always money for controlling, for prisons, weapons, and wars, but not for 
healthcare, childcare, or caring for our natural environment.  We can—and must—change this!” 
 
According to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace Laureate, “The Real Wealth of Nations gives us a 
template for the better world that we have been so urgently seeking. As practical as it is hopeful, this 
brilliant book shows how we can build economic systems that meet both our material and spiritual needs. 
It illuminates the way to a bold and exciting new future.” 
 
Please take a few minutes to respond to our survey of only four questions.  We will then promote the 
results of our survey to our membership and the media.   We believe that these matters are essential both 
for the success of your campaign and for the next administration.  We must bring women’s issues from the 
margin to the center for the sake of women and the nation. 
  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Scanlan    Kimberly Otis 
Chair      Executive Director 
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January 24, 2008 
 
Senator John McCain 
P.O. Box 16118 
Arlington, VA 22215 
 
Dear Senator McCain: 
 
Congratulations on your successes so far on the 2008 Presidential Campaign trail.  The National Council 
of Women’s Organizations (NCWO) is excited about the 2008 national presidential election and is looking 
forward to working with you.  NCWO is a nonpartisan, nonprofit umbrella organization of over 230 groups 
that collectively represent over 11 million women across the United States. The only national coalition of 
its kind, NCWO members have collaborated for 25 years through substantive policy work and grass roots 
activism to address issues of concern to women and their families and communities. 
 
The 2006 congressional elections showed that women voted in record numbers, revealing that the gender 
gap contributed significantly to election results.  In key races, women’s votes were the deciding factor.  As 
such, NCWO in collaboration with eminent scholar and activist, Riane Eisler and her Center for 
Partnership Studies have prepared four questions for your response regarding more women-focused 
alternatives to traditional economic policies. 
 
NCWO is partnering with Riane Eisler to implement the thinking and actions from her recent book, The 
Real Wealth of Nations.  As Eisler states, “Current measures of productivity such as GDP not only 
include activities that harm and even take life; they fail to take into account the life-sustaining activities of 
both households and nature. This distorted system of values is derived from an economic double standard 
that devalues anything stereotypically associated with women and ‘the feminine’—whether it’s embodied 
in a woman or a man. So there’s always money for controlling, for prisons, weapons, and wars, but not for 
healthcare, childcare, or caring for our natural environment.  We can—and must—change this!” 
 
According to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace Laureate, “The Real Wealth of Nations gives us a 
template for the better world that we have been so urgently seeking. As practical as it is hopeful, this 
brilliant book shows how we can build economic systems that meet both our material and spiritual needs. 
It illuminates the way to a bold and exciting new future.” 
 
Please take a few minutes to respond to our survey of only four questions.  We will then promote the 
results of our survey to our membership and the media.   We believe that these matters are essential both 
for the success of your campaign and for the next administration.  We must bring women’s issues from the 
margin to the center for the sake of women and the nation. 
  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Scanlan    Kimberly Otis 
Chair      Executive Director 
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